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Since Pingcheng (present Datong city) was chosen as the capital of Northern Wei dynasty in 398 down to
the period that Sui dynasty in late 6™ century and early 7" century unified China, the country had experienced
wars and chaos for almost 2 centuries. Otherwise the process of ethics’ immigration and cultural integration
had been promoted as well. The goods, religions, music, customs and other cultures from different areas and
nationalities from north, south and west regions were extensive exchanged and emerged.The ancient China had

been refreshed and become more inclusive. Eventually which triggered and gave birth to a new powerful nation.

Shanxi was not only a melting pot of different nationalities and a stage of cultural convergence during this
period, but also the core administrative region of the Northern Wei (386-534), the Eastern Wei (534-550)and
the Northern Qi(550-577)dynasties.Till now Lot of valuable cultural heritages and historical sites remained have
been reflecting the splendid glorious of the past in Datong and Taiyuan. These marvelous tomb murals from 5-6th

centuries have been appreciated and studied by many scholars and artists.

Murals of the early 4" century in Shanxi revealed strong grassland characteristic. It gradually formed its own
unique features by absorbing the style and skills from south and west regions, which was the splendid episode in
Chinese art history. The tomb murals in Shanxi of the Northern Dynasties (4-5" centuries), must be the vital link
and phase,which took over the Han-Jin dynasties and starting the Sui-Tang dynasties.

Historical tomb murals collected in Shanxi Museum are one of most important and valuable category, especially
those abundant beautiful tomb murals from Northern Dynasties (4-6" centuries). These selected startling murals
displayed here are all masterpieces mainly from the Lou Rui’s Tomb in Taiyuan city, the Jiuyuangang tomb in
Xinzhou city and the Shuiquanliang tomb in Shuozhou city, which presented the true fine art come from more

than a thousand years ago.
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For modern people,the Northern Dynasties(4-6" centuries) used to be somewhat mysterious. Fortunately,the
archaeological achievements of scientific excavation have helped restore a clearer picture of the real Northern

Dynasties.

In the case of painting art,the works and treatises of painting in the old art history all originated from the Six
Dynasties in the south. The discovery of the murals in the Lourui’s Tomb amazingly revealed the lost half of the
painting history in the north, thus clearing the mystery of a millennium. The murals of the Jiuyuangang tomb and

the Shuiquanliang tomb made us have a whole understanding of the painting art in the late Northern Dynasties.

With the deepening of archaeological discovery and research,the history of the Northern Dynasties(4-6"
centuries) including the painting art will become clearer and clearer, and we will draw on more nutrient elements

of cultural innovation.
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